
 
From Geopolitics to Biopolitics 

 
 

Geopolitics Biopolitics 
  

Sovereign power Biopower 
international global 
state-centred human-centred 

territory population 
state society 

power ‘to make die’ power ‘to make live’ 
divide political/ social no divide political/ social 

fixity circulation/ movement 
rights resilience 

humanitarianism new humanitarianism 
intervention post-interventionism (e.g. 

state-building) 
interests modes of life – Russia/ 

uninsured etc 
Realpolitik/ pragmatism process/ open-ended 

 


