
COMPLEXITY AND CRITIQUE 
 
MODERNITY 
 
NATURE IS FIXED & KNOWABLE  
 
Complexity is a problem/ threat to 
liberal universalist approach 

AFTER 
MODERNITY 
NATURE IS 
COMPLEX 
Complexity is 
helpful 
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Complexity as limit 

Left 
Complexity as 
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Governance 
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Neoliberal/ 
Neo-
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Post-Marxist/ 
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Marxism 

Resilience 
Complexity Theory 

Complexity as 
difference 

Complexity as 
process 

Complexity as 
entanglement 

Challenge to 
centralised 
authority of state 

Challenge to 
closure, to 
hegemony of 
knowledge/ power 

Enabling of 
authority and 
governance 
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