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SYNOPSIS 
��RU�ȴOWHUV��LGHQWLȴHG�E\�WKH�3URSDJDQGD�
0RGHO��30��Ȃ�RZQHUVKLS��DGYHUWLVLQJ��
VRXUFHV��ȵDN�DQG�DQWL�FRPPXQLVP�Ȃ�
KDYH�SUHYLRXVO\�EHHQ�WKH�IRFXV�RI�PXFK�
scholarly attention, their systematisation 

in a model, empirical corroboration 

DQG�KLVWRULFLVDWLRQ�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�30�
a useful tool for media analysis across 

cultural and geographical boundaries.

 Despite the wealth of scholarly research 

Herman and Chomsky’s work has set into 

PRWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGHV��WKH�30�KDV�
been subjected to marginalisation, poorly 

informed critiques and misrepresentations. 

Interestingly, while the PM enables 

researchers to form discerning predictions 

as regards corporate media performance, 

Herman and Chomsky had further 

predicted that the PM itself would meet 

with such marginalisation and contempt.

 In current theoretical and empirical 

studies of mass media performance, uses 

of the PM continue, nonetheless, to yield 

important insights into the workings of 

political and economic power in society, 

due in large measure to the model’s 

considerable explanatory power.
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POLITICS IN THE AGE OF BIG DATA 

Based in the heart of Central London, 
the University of Westminster Press 
(UWP) is a new open access publisher 
of peer reviewed academic books and 
journals. UWP exists to provide global 
public access to academic work in mul-
tiple formats. In partnership with our 
authors and editors, we shall publish 
in areas that reflect the teaching and 
research strengths of the University 
of Westminster. UWP builds upon 
the strengths and traditions of the 
academic community and alumni of 
the University of Westminster.
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7KLV�YROXPH�H[SORUHV�DFWLYLVP��UHVHDUFK�DQG�
critique in the age of digital subjects and objects 

and Big Data capitalism after a digital turn said 

WR�KDYH�UDGLFDOO\�WUDQVIRUPHG�RXU�SROLWLFDO�IX-

WXUHV��2SWLPLVWV�DVVHUW�WKDW�WKH�ȆGLJLWDOȇ�SURPLVHV��
new forms of community and ways of knowing 

DQG�VHQVLQJ��LQQRYDWLRQ��SDUWLFLSDWRU\�FXOWXUH��
QHWZRUNHG�DFWLYLVP��DQG�GLVWULEXWHG�GHPRFUDF\��
3HVVLPLVWV�DUJXH�WKDW�GLJLWDO�WHFKQRORJLHV�KDYH�
H[WHQGHG�GRPLQDWLRQ�YLD�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�FRQWURO��
networked authoritarianism and exploitation, 

GHKXPDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�VXUYHLOODQFH�VRFLHW\��
/HDGLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VFKRODUV�SUHVHQW�YDULHG�
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�VXFK�FODLPV�Ȃ�LQ�
WKHRU\�DQG�YLD�GLDORJXH�Ȃ�DQG�RI�WKH�GLJLWDOȇV�LP-

pact on society and the potentials, pitfalls, limits 

DQG�LGHRORJLHV��RI�GLJLWDO�DFWLYLVP��7KH\�UHȵHFW�
on whether computational social science, digital 

KXPDQLWLHV�DQG�XELTXLWRXV�GDWDȴFDWLRQ�OHDG�WR�
GLJLWDO�SRVLWLYLVP�WKDW�WKUHDWHQV�FULWLFDO�UHVHDUFK�
or lead to new horizons in theory and society. 


