
	

What	is	Freedom?	A	comparison	of	liberal	modernist/	rationalist	and	

complexity/	process	approaches	

	

	 LIBERAL	 COMPLEX	

1	 universal	 different/singular	

2	 being	 becoming	

3	 freedom	from	 freedom	to	

4	 unity	 diversity	

5	 choice/mind/passive	 practice/embodiment/activity	

6	 transcendent	 immanent	

7	 subject	 relations	

8	 state/goal	 process	

9	 pluralism	(one	world)	 pluriverse	(many	worlds)	

10	 increase	in	order	 increase	in	complexity	

11	 cosmopolitan	 cosmopolitical	

12	 right	 potential	

	

Readings:	

Amartya	Sen,	Development	as	Freedom.	Oxford:	Oxford	University	Press,	

1999.	Intro	and	Chap	1	here:	

http://fs2.american.edu/dfagel/www/Philosophers/Sen/DevelopmentAs

FreedomIntroNch1NEW.pdf		

Elizabeth	Grosz,	‘Feminism,	materialism,	and	freedom’	in	Diana	H.	Coole	

&	Samantha	Frost	(eds.)	New	Materialisms:	Ontology,	Agency,	and	

Politics.	Durham,	NC,	USA:	Duke	University	Press,	2010,	pp.	139-157.		

http://my.ilstu.edu/~jkshapi/Grosz_freedom.pdf		


