
With the limitations of top-down approaches to 

disaster prevention and urban development, new 
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a more distributed response to crises and facilitate 

more creative approaches to city-scale problems. 

The widespread adoption of smartphones equipped 

with geo-location capabilities and linked via social 

media apps form the basis for an information 

collection, communication and coordination 

network capable of responding to events in real-

time. As yet, the possibilities of putting the crowd to 

work have been largely focused on crowd-sourcing 
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humanitarians in the wake of disaster. Critically, 

these instances have been focused on the digital 

domain, through the collection and communication 

of electronic media. 

This seminar considers the potential of the 

crowd to both disrupt and compliment physical 

urban processes, and addresses how to further 

generalise the geo-social intelligence enabled by 

new technologies and open source software. We 

will consider the political and ethical implications 

of this potential shift both in terms of the potential 

transformation of citizenship and participatory 

constitutive possibilities and also with regard to 

the implications of more process-based, relational 

or real-time framings of problems themselves.

David Chandler is Professor of International Relations, 

Department of Politics and International Relations, 

University of Westminster, London. He is the founding 

editor of the journal Resilience: International Policies, 

Practices and Discourses; his latest books are 

Peacebuilding: The Twenty Years’ Crisis, 1997-2017 

(Palgrave, 2017); The Neoliberal Subject: Resilience, 

Adaptation and Vulnerability (with Julian Reid) (Rowman 
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Complexity (Routledge, 2014).

Daisy Tam is an Assistant Professor at the Hong 

Kong Baptist University where she teaches and 

does research on urban food systems and practices 

with a particular focus on food security.  Daisy’s 

interdisciplinary research brings together philosophy, 

cultural theory and technology. Her recent publications 

include “Towards a Parasitic Ethics” in Theory, Culture 

and Society London: Sage 2016 (33: 4) p103-126. 

She regularly runs workshops and give lectures in 

and outside of academia in order to reach a wider 

audience.

Tomas Holderness is a Research Scientist and 

Geographer at the MIT Urban Risk Lab. Tomas 

investigates the use of geospatial technologies as 

infrastructure for climate adaptation. He recently 
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