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Since 9/11, one of the overriding security concerns and drivers for legislative change has been the threat 
posed by ‘non-state’ political violence. But, in this rapidly evolving context, what is ‘security’, for whom and 
against what? The justifications for state intrusions have been framed in terms of the need to control those 
actors who seek to threaten the state, promulgate atrocities and ‘radicalize vulnerable citizens’. However, 
many would argue that threats to human security are far wider and much more profound. Indeed, some argue 
that climate change must be viewed as an issue of human security, and not an environmental problem that 
can be managed in isolation from larger questions concerning development trajectories, and ethical 
obligations towards the poor and to future generations. Others might focus on the Ukraine and others still on 
the interrelated challenges of mass migration in the Mediterranean. 

The Government has published a draft bill on the operation and regulation of the investigatory powers used 
by the police and the intelligence and security agencies, which will provide the police and security services 
in the UK with unprecedented powers of surveillance with respect to online data and communications. These 
new powers have been widely condemned by Civil Liberties organisations. In contrast, following revelations 
by Edward Snowden, the US Senate passed the ‘USA Freedom Act’, which has ended the blanket 
surveillance powers previously available to the US security services. The Counter Terrorism Act, which 
became Law recently within the UK places public institutions such as schools, universities and prisons under 
a new statutory duty to prevent extremist radicalisation taking place within their organisations. What these 
new laws highlight is how the issue of surveillance is a phenomenon that is becoming increasingly salient as 
a social policy issue and as such one that requires high-level intellectual debate concerning the underlying 
ethics of different approaches to achieving ‘security’. 

Ethics in security is not confined to any single issue but has a wider reach that touches on a range of 
fundamental questions, each of which requires an adequate ethical framework to address. For example, is it 
better to protect the common good of the community or should we prioritise safeguarding the rights of the 
individual? Is it appropriate to contrast these two issues and if so where and how should the boundaries 
between them be defined? What compromises to individual rights and community safety is it right to make 
and how can we ensure an appropriate ‘balance’ is achieved? What are the distinctions we need to make 
between mechanisms that buttress security and those that undermine it? Are the boundaries between 
safeguarding individuals and protecting communities becoming increasingly and deliberately blurred, 
confused and contradictory? What ideological processes are at work in the debates surrounding security and 
how do these relate to policy and practices? 

What is clear is that security practices and the focus of security debates have important ethical implications 
and drivers. By excluding some issues from consideration and presenting others as potential ‘security’ threats 
we promote particular forms of policy and license particular actions. Consequently, academic debate in this 
area can have important implications and impacts. Therefore, the Security and Justice Research Group at 
the University of Leeds is hosting a leading edge and timely workshop to discuss, debate and explore ethical 
issues in security. We are bringing together world leading academic figures in this area in order to present 
and discuss their research with an invited audience across two days. 

The event will take place in one of the UKs leading research intensive institutions and will have a broad 
scope, encompassing ethical issues at the societal level as well as those of particular technologies and 
practices. The workshop will explore issues related to the current state of research concerning the 
surveillance society, radicalisation, the omnipresent threat of terror, and the role played by the state in both 
countering and promulgating these. At the same time, we will consider developments in smart CCTV, 
biometrics and the Internet in terms of the impact these have on security issues and society as a whole. This 
will be an inter-disciplinary workshop, bringing together leading thinkers from law, philosophy, international 
relations and the broader social sciences. 



      

 

Provisional Programme 

Day 1” Tuesday 22nd March 
9.30-10.00  Registration and refreshments 

10.00-10.30  Welcome and introduction 

10.30- 12.30  Panel 1: Surveillance and Intelligence 
Dr Claudia Aradau, King’s College London, Assembling (non)knowledge: surveillance, 
security and resistance 

Dr Steven Hutchinson, Birkbeck University of London, Re-thinking the ethics of intelligence 

Dr. Kevin MacNish, University of Leeds, Coffee, diaries and government surveillance after 
Snowden:  defining privacy and why it matters 
Discussant: Prof. David Wall, University of Leeds, 

12.30-13.15  Lunch 
13.15-15.30   Panel 2: Cyber-security 

Dr. Mariarosaria Taddeo, Oxford Internet Institute, Title tbc 

Prof. Tom Sorell, University of Warwick, Non-state actors and cybersecurity 

Prof David Wall, University of Leeds, Title tbc 

Discussant: Dr Kevin MacNish, University of Leeds 

15.30-15.45  Refreshment break 

15.45-17.45  Panel 4:  Policing 

Dr Clifford Stott, University of Leeds, Policing, crowds and security 

Dr Conor O’Reilly, University of Leeds, The pluralisation of high-policing: convergence and 
divergence at the public-private interface 
Discussant: Prof Adam Crawford, University of Leeds 

There will be an evening meal arranged, details will be circulated on the day  
Day 2: Wednesday 23rd March 
10.00-12.00  Panel 4: Security Threats 

Prof David Chandler, University of Westminster, The new ethics of security management: or 
how we grew to love (and to live with) security threats 

Dr Frank Furedi, University of Kent, The expansive narrative of security. 

Discussant: Prof Ted Newman, University of Leeds 

12.00-13.00  Lunch 

13.00- 15.00  Panel 5: Risk 

Prof Adam Crawford, University of Leeds, Living with risk: temporality, the ‘everyday’ and 
sustainable security 
Prof Peter Burgess, Free University of Brussels (UVB), Title tbc  

  Discussant: Dr Clifford Stott, University of Leeds 

 

For any additional information please contact Louise Pears, l.k.pears@leeds.ac.uk, 0113 343 3991 


