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‘A lucid critique of theories of global politics. ... Chandler illuminates 
the global arena as idea and reality in a nuanced and masterful way. 
Indispensable for anyone interested in politics and globalization.’
Faisal Devji, St. Antony’s College, Oxford, author of The Terrorist in Search of Humanity: 
Militant Islam and Global Politics (2009)

‘Chandler [explores how] the assumed hegemony of the “global” 
is hollow, falsely encouraging a paralysis of national initiative and 
responsibility, which are needed for healthy international relations.  ... 
Chandler offers alternatives that we ignore at our peril.’
John K. Roth, Edward J. Sexton Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Center for the Study of 
the Holocaust, Genocide, and Human Rights, Claremont McKenna College

‘This timely and provocative book looks set to be the next Empire 
in terms of its ambition and scope.’
Gideon Baker, Griffith University, co-editor of The Future of Political Community (2009)

‘Chandler’s intriguing new book will delight all those who always had 
doubts about the constant appeal to think and act “globally”.’
Volker Heins, Frankfurt University, author of Nongovernmental Organizations in 
International Society: Struggles over Recognition (2008)	

‘Chandler urges us to understand the shift to the global as a 
disengagement with the real work of politics at home. [This is] a 
manifesto for our cosmopolitan age.’ 
Anne Orford, Australian Professorial Fellow and Director of the Institute for International 
Law and the Humanities at the University of Melbourne

David Chandler explains why ‘the global’ is such a damaging construction and 
exposes the political vacuum at the heart of common perceptions of global politics. 

He argues that the pre-eminence of the global, whether in terms of global 
governance, global security or global resistance, is predicated on a lack rather 
than a presence. It is the lack of clear sites and articulations of power, the lack of 
clear security threats and the lack of clear political programmes or movements 
of resistance that drives the conception of international relations in global 
terms. This wide-ranging analysis is a perfect antidote for students frustrated 
with the abundant but vague literature on globalisation.

David Chandler is Professor of International Relations, Centre for the Study of 
Democracy, University of Westminster. He is the author of Bosnia (Pluto Press, 
2000); Constructing Global Civil Society (2004); From Kosovo to Kabul and Beyond 
(Pluto Press, 2006) and Empire in Denial (Pluto Press, 2006).
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